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New Member Experience
The Valley of Chicago has long been focused on 
bringing in new members at our marquee events.  We 
often pride ourselves on Reunion class sizes.  But what 
happens when the Reunion is over?  Where do these 
new members go and how do they get involved?  That 
was the charge I gave our new Membership Director, 
Michael Kuniej when he was hired in February 2022.  I 
asked him to create a “First Year Experience” that keeps 
our newest members involved and informed while they 
navigate their freshman year in our Valley.  I am excited 
to announce that Michael has constructed a brand-
new experience that combines all our communication 
tools, in-person events, new ideas & tactics.  He will be 
unveiling it this Spring and working with the incoming 
Reunion Class to implement it.    

We all know that getting new members is a great 
thing for our Masonic Organizations.  But keeping 
them engaged and involved is something we can do 
better and one of the keys to a healthy organization.  
Without a clear path and some actionable steps, 
getting involved at the Scottish Rite can be confusing.  
This new “First Year Experience” will piggyback off the 
good work the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction is doing 
in Lexington and help the Valley of Chicago once again 
lead the way and be the Valley of Choice.  In addition 
to this new program, it is on all of us to help welcome 
new members and make them feel valued right from 
the start.  Too often we wait for new members to walk 
up to us when it should be the other way around.  
Please make a concerted effort in 2023 to assist new 
members, offer advice, buy them a drink at the bar, 
introduce them to your group of friends and maybe 
even mentor one.  This was most likely done for you at 
the start of your journey now let’s pay it forward. 

I look forward to sharing more information about the 
“First Year Experience” as it rolls out this spring.  Stay 
tuned my friends and tell your prospective members 
the good news. 

~David R. Koss, VA
Executive Secretary

VALLEY OF CHICAGO
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Summer in the Valley of Chicago is always the best season 
of the year as we all can’t wait to enjoy the nice weather. The 
Presiding Officers went over and above in planning events for 
all of the masonic families to enjoy. 

June kicked off the summer events with the Valley of Chicago’s 
Annual Charity Golf Outing. About fifty golfers came out to 
the Bloomingdale Golf Club and all proceeds went to support 
the Dyslexia Center and the Almoner’s Fund. Event Chairman, 
Ken Armbruster, donated a $3,695 check to these charities. 
A big thank you to our sponsors; Greg Clark-Deputy, Tony 
Cracco-Active, Chuck August-Deputy’s Representative, 
MiaVero Naturals, Lombard Lodge #1098, Luciano Acevedo, 
Barrington Lodge #522, Men In Brotherhood Lodge #1178, 
Kris Caldwell, and Bill Carlton (Farmers Insurance). This year’s 
winning foursome was Chuck Stelzner, John Riggs, Rodney 
Park, and Bill Anderson. Everyone was a winner though with 
the wrap-up raffle giving everyone a chance at prizes! Mark 
your calendars!  Next year’s Golf Outing will be on June 3, 
2023. 

In August, Russ Scanlan and his team planned another 
amazing Family Picnic for our masonic friends who came out 
to Cantigny Park. Despite rain warnings, the skies opened up 
with sunshine. A favorite for families, the expansive estate 
grounds include a playground, walking trails, a museum, and 
outdoor exhibits. Don Helmig’s staff served their famous 
Barbeque Lunch while guests enjoyed a game of bingo with 
fun prizes.

The Rite would not be right if we did not include a Degree 
Nite on the calendar to show off our most talented members. 
On September 8, the cast and crew presented the 4th, 6th, 
and 15th degrees. Great work gentlemen!

The 2022 Walk & 5K RUN was held in September during 
Dyslexia Awareness Month to raise money for our charity, the 
Metropolitan Dyslexia Center. There are so many people to 
thank for the success of this event; Chicago Illinois Grotto,  
Bob Alley, Shrine Units, Jimmy’s Hot Dogs, Dyslexia Center 
Board and Officers, Valley of Chicago Staff, and of course all 
of the participants and donors. This event makes it possible 
to provide the center with the valuable resources and funds 
to help so many children overcome dyslexia and thrive.

And who can forget the Family Fall Fest at the end of 
September? Our Annual Masonic Festival hosted by the Valley 
of Chicago invites all masonic families to enjoy an afternoon 
of carnival rides, a petting zoo, pony rides, a pumpkin patch, 
food, trunk or treat, and so much more. This year over 900 
members, family members and friends attended.  Surely one 
of the most anticipated events of the year for our masonic 
brethren and their loved ones.
  
    

Summer Is the Season
Valley of Chicago
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2022
Explore the Rite Night

On October 13, 2022, the Scottish Rite opened the Fall 
Reunion season by inviting members and Master Masons 
to a Wild West Party. Brothers came in their best 
cowboy duds and enjoyed a full evening of activities!

Our Guest Speaker was Kyle Grafstrom who wrote 
a book on “Freemasonry in the Wild West.” Kyle is a 
Scottish Rite Mason that resides in the Washington 
area. His interest in history and the role played by 
Freemasonry and its adherents during the westward 
expansion of the United States, from the rise and fall of 
John Jacob Astor’s fur empire to the heroic crossing of 
the Oregon Trail, the story of the Masonic fraternity in the 
American West creates a compelling story. 

What would be a Wild West Party without fine whiskey? 
We wrangled up an Executive Bourbon Steward to 
present a whiskey-tasting experience. Many were eager 
to taste and learn the nuances with fellow whisky lovers.

As the event is named, Explore the Rite, Guide Sobecki 
took Members and New Members on building tours 
explaining the history and meanings throughout the 
building.

A favorite pastime for cowboys is a challenging game of 
Texas Hold ‘Em! You got to know when to hold and know 
when to fold in this challenging game of skill or the ability 
to have a good poker face! All proceeds went to support 
the Valley of Chicago Charities. 
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Congratulations to all of your Valley of Chicgao 33o Nominees!

This ultimate degree of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry is awarded only 
by the Supreme Council at the Annual Meeting of that body and cannot be applied for. It is 
given to those 32° members who have performed “outstanding services for the Fraternity,” 
or “for service to humanity that brings great credit upon the Order.”

The following members of the Valley of Chicago have been nominated to receive the 
Thirty-third Degree in August 2023:

2021-2022 Nominees
Louisville, KY

Luciano Azevedo Kristeffor D. Caldwell

David P. Lynch

33o

Antwane O. Lee

Lawrence “Pat” Clemens

Angelo S. Deserio Joseph B. Ferrell

Reuben M. Owens Vytautas V. Paukstys
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Each year, the presiding officers of the Valley of Chicago’s four 
Scottish Rite Bodies may designate one or more brethren deserving of 
special recognition amongst their peers.

Chuck Masny
He was raised in St. Cecelia Lodge No. 865. Chuck has been a 
member of the Valley of Chicago since 1978. That’s 44 years!
 
Chuck built his career as a musician. You might not see Chuck much 
on Reunion Days but you can hear him. Chuck plays the scores 
that are behind the scenes. The score comprises several orchestral, 
instrumental, or choral pieces called cues, which are timed to begin 
and end at specific points during the performance to enhance the 
dramatic narrative and the emotional impact of the scene. He comes 
to all of the practices to coordinate with the stage actors and sound 
technicians and he is at every reunion. You might even consider him 
the conductor of the degree performances. His commitment to the 
Valley is deserving of this Valley Award recognition.  

Thank you Chuck for your dedication!

2021 Scottish Rite Valley Award Winner

Scottish Rite Valley of Chicago 
Charitable Holiday Gift Giving!

The Valley of Chicago is proud to continue the tradition 
of local community and educational based charitable 
giving.  This Holiday season the Valley sponsored 
two families with Thanksgiving Baskets containing all 
the fixings for a homemade Thanksgiving Dinner and 
sponsored five families with Christmas Gifts for their 
children.  This year’s donations also included seven 
music based education associations for local High 
School students.  The following organizations were 
recipients of the Valley’s charitable giving:

Toys for Tots
Bloomingdale Township Food Pantry, Inc.
Bloomingdale Park District - Giving Tree Program
Buffalo Grove Instrumental Association
Elk Grove Band Association
Elk Grove Township Christmas Gift Program
Elk Grove Township Thanksgiving Baskets Program
Family Empowerment 
Hersey Instrumental Association
Lake Park Band Auxiliary
Prospect Band Boosters
RMHS Music Boosters
West Suburban Community Pantry
Wheeling Instrumental League



The Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library recently 
added a handsome piece of silver jewelry to its collection-
-a watch fob owned by three members of the Chillson 
family. Dates and initials engraved on this fob help tell its 
story.

Throughout the mid-1800s, an increasing number 
of American men wore watches, often keeping their 
timepieces safe and accessible in a vest pocket. A watch 
chain, usually threaded through a buttonhole, served to 
secure the watch to a vest, in case it slipped out of the 
user’s hand when he was checking the time. Some watch-
wearers selected tokens and ornaments--called fobs--to 
add sparkle and pizazz to their watch chains. This fob is 
made of three square plates joined by wide rings with an 
ornament in the shape of a keystone attached to the end. 
The square plates, made from cut down silver dollars, bear 
engraving detailing the fob’s different owners over time.

The first owner’s name inscribed on the fob is “L. D. 
Chillson” who gave the fob “to his Brother W. S. C., 1867.” 
Lorenzo Dow Chillson (1830-1921) was the giver; the 
recipient of this gift was the eldest of Lorenzo’s fifteen 
siblings, Waters Sherman Chillson (1808-1887). Waters, 
in turn, gave the fob “to his Son W. F. C.,” William Francis 
Chillson (1851-1922), in 1884. The keystone-shaped 
ornament connected to the plates is engraved with 
Masonic symbols. One side shows a Masonic emblem, 
a square and compasses with the letter G. The other is 
decorated with the mnemonic associated with the Mark 
degree of Freemasonry. Within this circle of letters, an 
engraver outlined a personal symbol chosen by William. 
The symbol on this fob is a ticket punch with the initials W. 
F. C. engraved on it. These are William Francis Chillson’s 

By Hilary Anderson Stelling
Scottish Rite Museum & Library, Lexington, Massachusetts

initials, and the ticket punch relates to his profession-
-census records show that William worked as train 
conductor in 1880.

His uncle, Lorenzo Dow Chillson, worked in Nevada, 
Wyoming, Arizona, and California as a miner, surveyor, 
and entrepreneur. He is listed as a Master Mason at 
Washoe Lodge No. 157, in Washoe, Nevada, in 1863 and 
was a charter member of San Buenaventura Lodge No. 
214 in Buenaventura, California in 1870. What prompted 
him to give this fob, or the silver dollars it was made 
from, to his eldest brother in 1864 is not known, nor is 
it known if a particular occasion led Lorenzo’s brother 
Waters Chillson to present the fob to his son almost 
twenty years later. Further research may offer insight into 
this object and its different owners in the Chillson family. 
In the meantime, it serves as a tangible reminder of the 
enduring connections between family members.

To learn more about the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & 
Library and its collections, visit srmml.org.

IMAGE CREDIT: Fob, 1864-1884. United States. Museum 
Purchase, 2022. Photo, Robert Scholnick, Essex River 
Antiques.
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An Intriguing Watch 
Fob Owned by 
Members of the 
Chillson Family
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James P. Ahstrom Jr.
Gary E. Armstrong
James F. Bartusek
Bruce C. Beckway
Melvern F. Campbell
Lee E. Canady
John W. Craig Sr.
Raymond E. DeVries
Howard W. Doss
Robert G. Elmore Jr.
Michael R. Evans
Robert W. Gillfillan
Lawrence A. Grimson
John A. Gutierrez
Edward E. Hall, 33o

Donald J. Hampton

Kenneth A. Harris
John R. Hazelton
Jeffrey Hopkins
Warren R. Hopkins
James J. Johnson
William A. Joseph
Harry G. Kappos
Alphonse Klecha
James G. McAra
Earl T. Medansky
Robert R. Mills
Ronald E. Murtaugh
Rogelio T. Pangilinan Sr.
Frank C. Reno
David L. Riemer
Edmond J. Riordan

Esteban C. Rodriguez Jr.
Roger E. Salamon
D’Andre A. Sanders
Frederic G. Schroeder
Bernard Shuman
Van Ness H. Simmons
Richard D. Simon
Paul H. Thorne
William F. Tornrose
Peter W. Torroll
Harrison E. Willis
James E. Wilson
Peter D. Winthrop

Eternal  Refreshment as reported July - November 2022.

Support YOUR Scottish Rite 
Masonic Charity . . .

Children’s Dyslexia Center of 
Metropolitan Chicago

Volunteer Opportunities

Providing hope to Children with Dyslexia.  Our kids need 
your help.  We are currently looking for volunteers with an 

interest in the areas below.  A couple of hours a week is 
tremendously helpful.  Share your expertise. 

Everyone is welcome to help provide hope to our kids.

Database Management
Fundraising

Grant Writing
Public Relations

Parents Committee
Social Media

These opportunities are open to men and women.  
No Masonic connection is necessary, just a

willingness to help children overcome dyslexia.

Contact Alan Betker  at  abetker@aol.com



LET IT BE KNOWN BY ALL, Ill. Edward E. Hall, 33°, has been summoned by the Supreme Architect of the 
Universe to eternal refreshment in the paradise of God on November 1, 2022, in Las Vegas, NV. He will be 
cremated pursuant to his wishes with his ashes being spread over Hickam Air Force Base - Pearl Harbor 
Hawaii. 

Ed was born on October 28, 1923, in Greenville, South Carolina, the son of Alma and Jacob Earle Hall. 
Brother Ed served in the U.S. Army Air Corps, later known as the United States Air Force, from 1939 to 
1945 and the U.S. Maritime Service from 1946-1948. He served in both the Marshall Islands and Hawaii. 
Ed, at the young age of 18, was at Hickam Field during the attack upon Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. 
He was one of the last survivors upon his passing.

After he served our country, Ed worked various jobs before becoming an Elevator Installer & Repairman in 
1954 and a proud member of Chicago Local No. 2, International Union of Elevator Constructors. His Masonic 
record started in La Grange Lodge No. 770, A.F. & A.M. He has also been a member of Square & Compass 
Lodge No. 1174, St. Cecilia Lodge No. 865, where he served as Worshipful Master in 1990, King Oscar 
Lodge No. 855, and Daylite Lodge No. 44 F & A.M. in Las Vegas, Nevada.

Brother Hall received the degrees of the Ancient Accepted of Scottish Rite in the Valley of Chicago’s Spring 
Reunion of 1969. Serving as Most Wise Master of Gourgas Chapter, Rose Croix of Heredom in 1984-1985, 
he was coronated a Sovereign Grand Inspector General, 33º on September 24, 1986, at Cincinnati, Ohio. At 
the age of 95, the 2019 Fall Reunion Class was honored to have him in their presence as their class honor-
ee. This year marks his 53rd year as a member of the Valley of Chicago.

Ed was a respected mason and lived an amazing journey. Here are a couple of his stories...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=To4NXHNJaYo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=frmh63MA7iw

In Memoriam... Edward E. Hall, 33o

Scottish Rite Members on Active Military Duty  
and Retired with Disability 

If you are a Scottish Rite member who is on active military duty, 
the Supreme Council has an assessment exemption program, and the 

Valley of Chicago has a dues exemption program. You only need to 
inform the Valley of Chicago of your active duty status by calling (800) 

774-3467 and your membership dues for that year will be waived.  

Please also keep our military personnel and their 
families in your thoughts and prayers as they fight 

to preserve our way of life and freedoms. 

We thank them for their service to our Great Nation.
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After being raised to the sublime degree of Master 
Mason at Union Park Lodge in 2009 Brother Dan 
Slominay immediately jumped into the masonic 
world feet first. His Masonic Journey since then 
has been one of service and brotherly love. Brother 
Slominay has and continues to be actively involved 
not just with the Valley of Chicago, but with the 
York Rite Bodies and the Medinah Shrine as well.  
 
Over the years Brother Slominay has helped the 
Valley of Chicago in multiple capacities. From 
helping create the displays and decorations that 
bring our Reunions to life, repairing one of the 
statues that decorate our grand hall, to creating the 
frame for the portrait of George Washington in our 
lodge room, and the stained-glass window in our 
bar. Brother Slominay’s work and experience as a 
graphic designer of over 40 years adorn our Valley.  
 
His favorite contribution was serving as Wardrobe 
Director for over 10 years. Helping and getting to 
know the members has always been something 
he enjoys. When asked what kept him returning to 
Masonry he said, “I want to do what I can to help 
and to improve myself through Masonry. When you 
are involved and constantly working, you gain more 
friendships, and that’s what truly betters your life.”

Thank you for all you have done and continue 
to do for the Valley of Chicago Dan!

Dan Slomiany, VA, MSA named as Emeritus 
Director of Wardrobe
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It is with great pride that we introduce Ill. William E. Tienken, 33o as the 2022 
Fall Class Honoree. His commitment to Freemasonry and The Scottish Rite, 
Valley of Chicago is a shining example for our new Fall 2022 Reunion Class.  

Will and his wife Lisa raised three children (Emily, John, and Nicholas) in 
Clarendon Hills, Illinois.  He graduated from Lynchburg College (University) 
with a dual major in Political Science and History.  He was made a Master 
Mason at Ivanhoe Lodge No. 107 in Darien, CT, later transferring to Hinsdale 
Lodge No. 934 when he moved to the Chicago area. Will became a member 
of the Scottish Rite Valley of Chicago in April of 1993 and has a long list of 
accolades throughout his membership. Recognized for his commitment to 
youth programs, DeMolay awarded the Legion of Honor distinction to him in 
2004. He was also honored as a Sovereign Grand Inspector General 33o in 
2005. He served on the Chicago Council, Princes of Jerusalem working his 
way up the line as Hospitaler, Master of Ceremonies, Junior Warden and as 
Sovereign Prince from 2009-2010.  Will’s greatest service to the Valley of 
Chicago came as Scottish Rite Cathedral Board Association President where 
he navigated the move into our new building and the transition of Executive 
Secretaries.  His leadership as Board President was invaluable and helped 
pave the way for many years of success in our new home.  Will is currently 
serving as a member of the SRCA Finance Committee and is the longest 
tenured member. 

Most impressive are Will’s philanthropic endeavors. He is currently 
the Chairman of the Masonic Family Health Foundation and has held 
memberships on both the Board of the Masonic Family Health Foundation 
and Masonic Family Health Services. He proudly served on the State of Illinois 
Compensation Review Board, and, in 2006, he was appointed by former 
President Bush twice to serve on the President’s Committee for People with 
Intellectual Disabilities, serving two, two-year terms.

Will has built a career as a successful Investment Advisor and is Senior Vice 
President for Stifel Investments.  The Presiding Officers, and all of us at the 
Valley of Chicago, are pleased to thank and honor Ill. William E. Tienken, 33o 
for his service to the Valley of Chicago with the title of Class Honoree for the 
Fall 2022 Reunion. 

2022 Fall Class Honoree...
William E. Tienken, 33o 

Season FOUR Begins January 19, 2023.
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Scholarship Opportunities 

When the scholarship is granted, it may continue for as long as the recipient is enrolled as a full-time undergraduate student 
at an accredited college or university up to four years. However, it will be terminated at the end of the semester during which 
the recipient’s cumulative grade point average fails to meet the minimum requirement. It may also be terminated if the recipient 
changes institutions without notification or fails to meet any requirement for the given scholarship. 

A scholarship recipient desiring to renew his/her scholarship for the ensuing year will complete a renewal form declaring his/her 
desire to continue as a scholarship recipient. This information must be submitted by April 1st and must be accompanied by the 
most recent transcript available. 

All scholarship checks will be forwarded to the student’s college or university to be credited to his/her account except the Abbot 
scholarship wihcich is dispersed to the student. Funds are to be used for tuition expenses only. All unused funds are to be 
returned.

Undergraduate Scholarships 

Robert B. Perkins:
Masonic relationship is required. The applicant must have a father, grandfather, brother, or uncle who is (or was, if de-
ceased) a member in good standing of an Illinois Scottish Rite Valley. The applicant must be a resident of Illinois, be an 
undergraduate, and maintain a minimum GPA of 3.0.

Louis L. Williams:
Masonic relationship is required. The applicant must have a father, grandfather, brother, or uncle who is (or was, if de-
ceased) a member in good standing of an Illinois Scottish Rite Valley. The applicant must attend Illinois Wesleyan Universi-
ty in Bloomington, Illinois. The applicant must be a resident of Illinois, be an undergraduate, and maintain a minimum GPA 
of 3.0.

Leon M. Abbott:
Named for Leon M. Abbott, Sovereign Grand Commander (1921-1932). The applicant must be a member of or directly 
related (bloodline or by legal means) to a Scottish Rite Mason in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction. Also eligible are a mem-
bers of youth organizations sponsored by the Masonic fraternity in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction. The applicant must 
be a resident of Illinois, be either an undergraduate or graduate, and maintain a minimum GPA of 2.75.

Health Career Fields:
Masonic relationship is not required. The applicant must intend to enter the field of health care, be a resident of Illinois, 
be an undergraduate, and maintain a minimum GPA of 3.0. Health care includes (but is not limited to) nursing, physical or 
occupational therapy, radiology, anesthesiology, etc.

Sherwood and Evelyn Kresin:
Masonic relationship is not required. The applicant must be a resident of Illinois, be either an undergraduate or graduate, 
and maintain a minimum GPA of 3.0. 

Graduate Scholarships

Colville Wilson:
The Wilson Scholarship is open to the public. Masonic relationship is not required. To qualify, applicants must be pursuing a 
graduate degree in nursing or related health services for children serviced under Public Law: 94-142.

 
Grand Lodge Scholarships

Illinois Masonic Outreach Services Scholarship (IMOS)
The IMOS Scolarship is given annually in the amount of up to $3000 subject to the availabilty of funds in the Endowment 
Fund - to the Illinois Master Masons’,Spouses, Widows and Orphans for assistance in pursuing academic or trade school 
education.

Illinois Masonic Youth Groups Scholarship
Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Illinois provides scholarships to help individuals better themselves through the pur-
suit of knowledge.

Scholarship Applications can be found at:
https://www.scottishritechicago.org/scholarship-programs/

ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY APRIL 1, 2023

Illinois Grand Lodge and Scottish Rite Masons Provide the Following Scholarships:
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Give the Gift of Brotherhood.

Dear Scottish Rite Brothers,

Let me be the first to give you the good news that last year, because of the generosity of the Valley 
of Chicago Brethren, we were able to maintain our Almoner’s assistance activities at an all time high. 
I reached out for an increase in participation, telling everyone that even gifts of modest size were 
appreciated. And, many of your brethren responded with a very generous gift! Thank you!

In case you are not familiar with this cause, the Almoner’s Fund was established to assist worthy, 
distressed, brother Scottish Rite Masons. Over the years, we have been able to help so many 
because of your donations. Sometimes it is assisting a brother maintain food and shelter in times of 
great need, at other times it’s assisting a brother’s widow as she struggles to manage her husband’s 
end-of-life affairs during a time of grief and great stress. Always, those who the Valley has helped 
have expressed gratitude and thanks to their brethren who made this possible.

As we head into the new year, I’d like to take this opportunity to again ask for your support in this 
exceptional expression of your Masonic character, by supporting this worthy charity. Won’t you 
please send us a gift today, before it slips your mind? Helping a distressed brother is one of the 
tenets of Freemasonry and a pillar of our Craft. What better way to express your Masonic character 
than by assisting a brother in need?

 
Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us by phone at 630.439.3402 or by email 
at assistance@srvoc.org.

We thank you for being a Valley of Chicago Mason, and please accept the best wishes of all of us 
here at the Valley—our Active, the Board of Directors, Officers, Staff and, of course, myself — for a 
healthy and prosperous New Year!

 
						    
Sincerely and fraternally,

Kristeffor D. Caldwell
Kristeffor D. Caldwell
Almoner

Whatever life throws at you,
you have millions of brothers
to help you catch it.
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 2022 ALMONER’S FUND DONATION FORM
Help a distressed brother with your gift! 

Enclosed is my gift to the Scottish Rite Almoner’s Fund, Inc. for 2022. Please use it to support our Valley’s charitable activities!

First Name__________________________  Last Name  ___________________________ Member Number_____________________

Address_________________________________________________ City _______________________ State __________  Zip______

Phone__________________________  Email  _______________________________________________________________________

     q$20      q$25      q$50      q$100      qOther $________ qVolunteer Time and Energy
																              

	
Payment:   ___ Check #____________   Please make your check payable to: Scottish Rite Almoner’s Fund, Inc.   

                     ___ Credit Card      American Ex.     American Ex.     Discover     Discover     Master CardMaster Card  VisaVisa   # __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __
 				          
		   Expiration date: ____/____  Security Code: ___________

	                   Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________

All gifts are tax deductible to the extent provided by law, and will be acknowledged in the Scottish Rite News magazine.
MAIL ALL DONATIONS TO: SCOTTISH RITE VALLEY OF CHICAGO  383 E. LAKE STREET, BLOOMINGDALE, IL 60108

These are just a few stories of how the Almoner’s Fund has helped Brothers.
If you are in need, contact us via phone at 630.439.3434, or by email at assistance@srvoc.org. 

All  request are confidential.

Please make a donation using the form below or click the QR code
 so we can continue to make a difference.

Thank you for your generosity!

“I’m a member of the VOC. I’m the type of person that tries to make ends meet. Like we meet on 
the same level. I was on some hard times. And needed help paying my mortgage and some of my 
bills. I didn’t want to do this. But the VOC offered help. Everything is confidential. And even though 
it’s sometimes a one time I was able to get the assistance I desperately needed. I’d like to thank 
everyone that put money into this fund to help fellow brothers like myself. Taking medicine is hard, 
asking for help is an even HARDER pill to swallow. The VOC is here to help and this fund does is a 
blessing.”

~ Valley of Chicago Member

“I was struggling after my husband passed away. I was lost in grief and not knowing how 
I would pay for his burial. One of the Valley of Chicago Brothers called me and helped me 
navigate through the memorial and funeral services. I reached out to the Almoner for help 
with financial and emotional concerns. It was such a comfort knowing that I had the support 
of his masonic brothers. Thank you for being there!”

~ Valley of Chicago Widow
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Valley of Chicago Upcoming Events! 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 19

Stated Meeting - Robert Burns Night, A Celebration of Scottish Heritage 
  at the Valley of Chicago

  
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4

Chicago Bulls  vs. Portland Trail Blazers
  at the United Center

SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 12
Superbowl Party

  at the Valley of Chicago

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24
“Cats”  The Musical

  at the Nederlander Theater

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24 - SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25
Degree Road Trip

  at the Valley of Indianapolis

Watch your Echoes e-news 
for registration links!


