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Thank you for your patience.

Looking back at the thirty-one months I have spent as 
Executive Secretary I realized that only ten months have 
been pandemic-free.  Its been a long road since March of 
2020 when we closed the building and canceled events.  
While it has been good to be back and hosting events 
recently, things have changed.  We have new admission 
procedures, temperature checks, social distancing, etc.  

It’s hard for an organization like ours, which is used to 
holding large events, to add extra levels of precautions.  It 
sometimes means waiting in line a little longer and being 
more thoughtful about the rules.  But they exist for a reason 
and the membership, by and large, has been very patient and 
understanding.  All I ask is that you continue to be patient 
and know that the Board of Directors and staff are doing 
everything possible to protect our resources and help get 
us back to normal as quickly as possible.  Yes, it will be a 
new normal, not a pre-pandemic one.  But we are making 
progress towards that goal.  Thank you for your support and 
most of all thank you for your patience.  I look forward to 
seeing you at an event soon and know that if we all do our 
part, 2022 will be a banner year for the Valley of Chicago.

~David R. Koss

The Bodies of the Scottish Rite, sitting in the Valley of 
Chicago, State of Illinois, acknowledge and yield allegiance 
to the Supreme Council, 33°, Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction 
of the United States of America, whose Grand East is in 
Lexington, Mass., and whose officers are: Ill. Peter J. Samiec, 
33°, Sovereign Grand Commander, Ill. Gregory L. Clark, 
33°, Deputy for Illinois, Ill. Charles A. August, 33°, Valley of 
Chicago Deputy’s Representative. Active Members for the 
State of Illinois are; Ill. James L. Tungate, 33°, Ill. Randall R. 
Milone, 33°, Ill. G. Nick Graff, 33°, Ill. Gregory L. Clark, 33°, Ill. 
Anthony R. Cracco, 33°, Emeritus Ill. Benny L. Grisham, MSA, 
33°, Emeritus Ill. Lawrence D. Inglis, 33°, Emeritus, Ill. Lee B.  
Lockwood, 33°, and Ill. Richard L. Swaney, 33°. 
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Double Eagle Con
 Saturday, December 18

Michael R. Poll, 32˚, KYCH  is Secretary of the 
Louisiana Lodge of Research and Full Member of the 
Texas Lodge of Research. A New York Times Bestselling 
writer and publisher, he is a prolific writer, editor, and 
publisher of Masonic and esoteric books. 

Josef Wäges, 32°, is a member of the Blue Friars, 
member of Plano Lodge #768, Fate Lodge #802, 
the Dallas Valley of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 
(Southern Jurisdiction), Fellow of the Grand College of 
Rites, Fellow of the Philalethés, full member of the Texas 
Lodge of Research, Michigan Lodge of Research and life 
member of the Missouri Lodge of Research. 

Roberto M. Sanchez, 32˚, KCCH  is a member of 
several Grand Jurisdictions, including the Grand Lodge 
of the State of Mexico where he holds the title and 
distinction as Past Grand Master, as well as serving 
as the Grand Ambassador of International Relations. 
Roberto has given lectures on Masonry all over the 
United States, Latin America, Canada, and Europe. He is 
also the original Curator, Historian, and Librarian for the 
Houston Masonic Library Museum as well as serving on 
the Board of Directors and Executive Committee. He is 
the author of The True Masonic Experience, A Guide to 
the Ceremonial, and several other books.

Steven L. Harrison, 33°, FMLOR is a Past Master 
and Fellow of the Missouri Lodge of Research. He has 
contributed to several Masonic publications including his 
work as a regular contributor to the respected Midnight 
Freemasons blog. Steve has authored three books on 
Freemasonry.

Chuck Dunning, 32˚, KCCH is an advocate, facilitator, 
trainer, and consultant in contemplative practice, with 
more than thirty years in the professional fields of higher 
education and mental health, as well as in Masonry and 
other currents in the Western esoteric traditions. 

S. Brent Morris, 33˚, Ph.D. spent seventeen years 
as managing editor of the Scottish Rite Journal of 
the Supreme Council, SJ after twenty-five years as a 
mathematician with the National Security Agency. He has 
taught at Duke, Johns Hopkins, and George Washington 
Universities. He was editor of The Freestate Freemason 
and is a recipient of the Warren S. Seipp Award from the 
Grand Lodge of Maryland and the Philip C. Tucker Medal 
from the Grand Lodge of Vermont. 

Robert G. Davis, 33˚, GC is the author of four books, 
including The Mason’s Words, outlining the history and 
evolution of the American Masonic ritual; Understanding 
Manhood in America, focusing on the fraternal quest 
for the ideals of masculinity; The Journey of the Elu to 
Enlightenment, providing a contemporary interpretation 
of the degrees of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite; 
and In Search of Light, a course of hieroglyphic and 
symbolic moral instruction for the Symbolic Lodge.

Darin A. Lahners, 32˚ is the current Secretary of the 
Illini High Twelve Club No. 768 in Champaign – Urbana 
(IL). He is also currently serving the Grand Lodge of the 
State of Illinois as District Education Officer for the 7th 
Eastern District.

Jeffrey Croteau is the Director of Library & Archives 
for the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library in 
Lexington, Massachusetts. 

Over the course of one day, we will have nine of the most prolific men in Freemasonry. Never before 
has a group of speakers been assembled who’ve molded our awareness of Freemasonry in such 
significant ways. These men have made their indelible mark on not only our fraternity as a whole but 
also the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. This education day will be packed with 
presentations, fellowship, and more.  Watch your Echoes email to register!

Speakers Bureau

This event WILL SELL OUT!!
Early Bird Special $90
After November 30 $120



Summer in Chicago is always the best season of the year. 
And especially since we have all been able to get together 
again IN PERSON. The Valley of Chicago Officers and 
members that volunteered went above and beyond to make 
these events memorable!

In August, Russ Scanlan and his team gathered over 
one hundred of our masonic friends who came out on a 
beautiful sunny day to the Family Picnic held at Cantigny 
Park. A favorite for families, the expansive estate grounds 
includes a playground, walking trails, museum, and outdoor 
exhibits. Don Helmig’s staff served their famous Barbeque 
Lunch while guests enjoyed a game of bingo and a bags 
tournament. 

August also brought the Valley of Chicago to hold its 
Annual Charity Golf Outing. About sixty golfers came out 
to the Bloomingdale Golf Club and all proceeds went to 
support the Dyslexia Center and the Almoner’s Fund. Event 
Chairman, Ken Armbruster, donated a $2,000 check to 
these charities. A big thank you to our sponsors; Lombard 
Lodge #1098, Joe Pegoraro, Kris Caldwell, Bill Oswald 
(State Farm) and, Bill Carlton (Farmers Insurance). On par 
with any golf outing, the greens are always best played 
with friends. This year’s winning foursome was the Homola 
Family. Everyone was a winner though with the wrap-
up raffle giving everyone a chance at prizes! Mark your 
calendars!  Next year’s Golf Outing will be June 11, 2022.

DeMolay Honors Night was held on August 19th. A fine 
group of young men gathered to celebrate the achievements 
of the Order of DeMolay, and the special people who work 
so very hard to support them. They announced the Parent 
and knighted the Legion of Honor recipients. 

Golf OutingGolf Outing

Summer Events and Adventures

Family PicnicFamily Picnic

Valley of Chicago
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Scholarship Night hosted members, scholarship 
recipients and their families to recognize the educational 
achievements of our nation’s future leaders. Students with 
dreams of careers in medical fields, business management, 
electrical engineering, economics, neuroscience, molecular 
genetics, and even environmental science, were awarded 
scholarships to help them reach those dreams. The Grand 
Lodge of Illinois granted over $100,000 to students this 
year. Thank you to Lance Welter and his team. We are 
proud to be a part of supporting the next generation.

The 2021 Walk & 5K RUN was held in September to raise 
money for the Dyslexia Center. New Chairman, Bob Kogut, 
a member and five times Chicago Marathon runner lead 
the event on a perfectly sunny day. There were over 80 
participants and the one-day event.

There are no prouder moments in freemasonry than when 
we are giving back to the community. A group of Valley of 
Chicago members recently joined the cause of the Feed My 
Starving Children Foundation. They packed a nutritionally 
complete blend of vitamins and minerals into bags which 
are then shipped to incredible partners working hard to 
reach the neediest children around the world. In just two 
hours they provided 14,000 meals! Thank you Mark Nokes 
for coordinating!
  
    

CharityCharity

Youth SupportYouth Support
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We would like to congratulate Luciano Azevedo, Antwane Lee and 
David Lynch for their honorable nomination to receive the 33o of 
the Scottish Rite in Louisville, KY, in 2023. These well-deserving 
members were nominated for their dedication to the fraternity and 
charitable endeavors. 

2021 Nominees
Louisville, KY

2021 Recipients
Cleveland, OH

Luciano Azevedo Antwane O. Lee

David P. Lynch

33o
Seven of our Valley members received the 33o of the Scottish Rite 
at the Supreme Council session in Cleveland, OH in August of 
2021. It was a great weekend had by all in the city that rocks!
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DeMolay 
          Legion of Honor Awards
DeMolay International invested nine new members with membership 
in the Legion of Honor for distinguished leadership in the Order of 
DeMolay, or in the community at large.

At the 2021 Supreme Council Annual Session the Valley of Chicago was presented 
the Valley of Excellence Award. This prestigious honor was awarded to Valleys 
who measured the highest scores in four categories of masonic development. 

Here are the categories:
Membership

Intitations, Engagement, and Retention
Service and Philanthropy

Blue Envelope, Almoner Fund, Champion a Charity,  
Widow Programs and Service Events

Leadership Development
Membership Education and Mentoring Programs

Valley Operations
Finances, Annual Reports, Communications

Valley of Chicago earns the
         Valley of Excellence Award

Michael Flock 
Reuben Owens

Chad Lacek
Herbert Lindberg

David Lynch

Karl Nygard
John Marquardt
Daniel Scanlan
Robert Vighi

        Welcome! 
         2021 Summer Reunion Class             to be celebrated at the Fall Reunion    

Valley Score 90.7



The Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library counts 
hundreds of photographic portraits of Freemasons in its 
collection. While the names of the subjects of many of 
these photographs are lost to time, in other cases we can 
uncover information about the men captured by long-ago 
photographers. Even brief biographies of these sitters 
offer a fascinating look at the Freemasons who—in big 
and small ways—helped shape the United States. 

The subject of this photograph, Samuel Larison, is 
one example. Lured by the Gold Rush, he emigrated to 
California in 1853. A miner for a few years, Larison “met 
with more or less success” in the gold fields. Eventually 
he left prospecting and purchased land to farm near the 
town of Cloverdale in Sonoma County, California. There 
he became a pioneer winemaker, a cooper for the new 
wine industry in the county, and a charter member of the 
town’s Masonic lodge.

In the 1870s Samuel Larison (1821-1899) advertised 
multiple times in the local paper, bringing attention to his 
work with this declaration: “Wine-Growers, Attention! 
Cooperage of all kinds on hand and made to order….” A 
short article published in several California newspapers 
in 1874 detailed that Larison used 2,000 staves of white 
oak made from wood harvested in Lake County, adjacent 
to Sonoma County, to make wine-pipes. Each of these 
specialized wine barrels held 150 gallons--about 750 
modern bottles of wine. Starting in 1868, Larison began 
cultivating wine grapes. Within fifteen years, he had 
planted 18 acres with Zinfandel, Burgundy, and other 
grape varieties. In the 1890s, a local newspaper writer 
observed, while visiting the Cloverdale Winery, that “a 
load of Burgundy grapes grown by Samuel Larison…were 
the best we ever saw.”

Larison had first become a Mason as a young man 
in Ohio. He was a member of Yuba Lodge No. 39 in 
Marysville from 1856 to 1857. Later he was one of the 
charter members of Curtis Lodge No. 140 in Cloverdale, 
founded soon after he settled in town. The lodge received 

By Hilary Anderson Stelling, Director of Collections and 
Exhibitions Scottish Rite Museum & Library, Lexington, 
Massachusetts

its charter in 1860—the same year Larison served as the 
lodge’s Tyler. Decades later, an obituary-writer recalled 
Larison’s connection of over fifty years with the fraternity, 
describing him as “an ardent admirer of masonry….”

This photograph shows Larison wearing the regalia of a 
Royal Arch Mason sometime in the 1860s. His obituary 
stated that he was a “chapter mason,” likely meaning 
a member of a Royal Arch Chapter. When Larison 
first became a Royal Arch Mason or which chapter he 
belonged to is not known. Though many details about 
Larison’s Masonic career remain to be uncovered, this 
portrait of Larison in his apron suggests the pride he felt 
in his association with the group.

Many years after this photograph was taken, Larison 
continued to demonstrate his devotion to Freemasonry. 
In 1895 he was the oldest living member of the lodge and 
attended an installation of lodge officers. The local paper 
recorded that on this occasion, even though Larison did 
not travel into to town often, he did for this event as, “his 
fraternal love for Masonry was to[o] overpowering to 
resist this opportunity to meet again with his brothers.”

If you would like to see more photographic portraits 
from the 1800s and 1900s, please visit the Scottish 
Rite Masonic Museum & Library’s website, srmml.org, 
where hundreds are available for viewing in our online 
collections database.

Many thanks to Thomas Krummell, Assistant Grand 
Secretary/Recorder, Grand York Rite of California, for his 
help in researching Samuel Larison’s Masonic activities in 
California.
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IMAGE CREDIT: Samuel Larison, 1860-1869. California. Gift in 
Memory of Jacques Noel Jacobsen, 2008.038.17.

A Portrait of Samuel Larison, 
Freemason and Winemaker



NOVEMBER 25 
THANKSGIVING DAY FEAST

Bring your family to enjoy a feast with your 
masonic family without the cleanup! 

Members and Family. Business attire.

NOVEMBER 28 
FAMILY HOLIDAY PHOTOS

Capture your family this holiday with a professional 
photographer. You’ll get digital files to share with 

your Christmas list of friends and family.

DECEMBER 2 
HOLIDAY PARTY

Celebrate the holidays at the 
Scottish Rite with your lady.

Members and their lady. Business attire.
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Holiday Happenings!

Thomas L. Babich
Richard E. Berg
James W. Dunn
Robert D. Ericsson
Edward M. Gerstein
Marvin G. Haddock
Richard J. Hurbanis
David A. Irwin
Ralph B. Jordan

Rick A. Kramer
Sidney Kulek
Bryan B. Lavine
Herschel L. Luckinbill
Walter R. Magnuson
Dory C. Malott
Victor E. Maruska
Charles A. Meyers
William C. Morgan

Donald A. Morrison
Paul G. Olmstead
Burt A. Polk, 33o

Anton Saric
Ralph M. Schultz
Hemendra L. Thakkar
Robert G. Wagner
Bruce F. Wells
Donald G. Wittmann

Eternal  Refreshment as reported July - September 2021.
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Ill. James W. Patton, 33o passes the Fraternal 
Secretary gavel to Ill. Michael E. Ehle, 33o

Ill. Jim Patton, 33o has been committed to the masonic craft since his early years in DeMolay. His affiliations and offices 
he has held are impressive at the least. We have no idea how he found the time. Above all, distinguished Brother 
Patton holds honorary memberships in many lodges, chapters, councils, commanderies, and colleges throughout 
Illinois and the USA. With all of his honors, Jim also maintained the position of Fraternal Secretary for the Valley of 
Chicago for nine years, from 1999 to 2001, and was reelected in 2014 to the present. Jim recently decided that he 
would like to cut back on his commitments to enjoy his retirement and more family time. 

So who could replace such an icon here at the Valley of Chicago and in this position? There was no question that Ill. 
Mike Ehle, 33o was the man for the job. His knowledge of the fraternity and commitment to the Valley of Chicago 
made him Jim’s first choice to proceed him. He was the Thrice Potent Master of the Lodge of Perfection, Chairman 
of the Executive Board, and serves on the Temple Board. Mike was also the Deputy’s Representative since its 
inception. While in that position, Mike was a pinnacle part of the growth and development of the Valley. On Thursday, 
September 9th after a vote of the membership it was official,  and Jim passed the gavel to Mike. In his new position 
as the Fraternal Secretary, he will continue to lead with his valuable knowledge of the craft and the organization to 
make the Valley of Chicago the best in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.

We congratulate Mike on his election to this important office and wish Jim the best of times in his retirement from it.

“It has been my honor and 
privilege to serve as the Valley’s 
Fraternal Secretary for the 
past nine years. It’s time for 
me to pass the gavel and enjoy 
retirement with my family. ”

                         ~ Jim Patton

“

Retirement
PARTY HONORING JIM PATTON

JOIN US FOR A STATED MEETING AND

THURSDAY, JANUARY 13, 2022
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As Dick and I strolled towards the Valley of Chicago’s 
Auditorium to begin the 2021 Scholarship Awards Night 
Presentations, he turns to me and says,

“I’m done.”
“Done? With what, dinner?”
“No, not dinner – rolling his eyes at me.      
 No, it’s time for me to step down from the   
  committee.  “So, I’m done.”
“You’re kidding me, right? Is this a joke?”
“Nope, it’s time.”
“Come on, you sure?”
“Yep.”

On August 5, 2021, Illustrious Brother Richard E. Yena 
33° ended thirty-three years of dedicated service to 
the Valley of Chicago’s Scholarship Committee.

During Dick’s scholarship tenure, he has been; 
a member of the Valley of Chicago Scholarship 
Committee, the State of Illinois Scottish Rite 
Scholarship Committee, the Grand Council of Crypt 
Masons Nurses Scholarship Committee, and helped 
create the Colville Wilson graduate scholarship.

“Meeting the applicants and recipients, having dinner 
with them, getting to know them, and watch their 
educational progress during their scholarship years, 
has been an essential part of my Masonic experiences 
and Masonic life.  We have had recipients who 
have become doctors, nurses, speech and language 
therapists, physical therapists, teachers, and business 
people, not only making their lives better but improving 
the lives of others which is what Masonry is all about, 
right?”  

Dick became a Master Mason in March 1977 at Western 
Springs Lodge No. 1136 and was Worshipful Master 
during the 1983–1984 Masonic Year. One year later, 
he became a Scottish Rite Mason joining the Valley 
of Chicago during the April 1985 Spring Festival and 
eventually became the Most Wise Master, Gourgas 
Chapter of Rose Croix of Heredom from 1995-1997.  

In 1985, Dick joined the York Rite, the Chapter, Council 
and Knights Templar, becoming the Most Excellent 
Grand High Priest of Royal Arch Masons of Illinois in 
2008.  As MEGHP, he created/established the autism 
program as the Royal Arch Masons state charity. 

Taking the last step in his Masonic journey, Dick 
became a Noble of The Ancient Arabic Order of the 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, Medinah Shrine, in 1990.

Dick began his scholarship activity in 1988 when 
he was appointed to the Scholarship Committee by 
Raymond Smith.  Two years later, Illustrious Brothers 
Robert Lang 33° and Lawrence Inglis 33° appointed 
him the State Scholarship Chairmen. (1990). Illustrious 
Brother Robert Giesel 33° appointed him Chair of The 
Colville Wilson Scholarship in 1993.  

If this was not enough, Dick became the Chairman of 
the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of Illinois Nurses 

33 Years of Dedicated Scholarship Service
Ill. Brother Richard E. Yena, 33° Retires

By Lance Welter, VA, MSA, 33o 
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Scholarship Committee, which involved conducting 
initial interviews with all students applying and then 
tracking their progress through nursing school.

Dick’s “Other Career” 
Director of Special Education at Lyons Township High 
School for thirty years Creator of Special Olympics at 
Lyons Township High School and its feeder districts 
1968-72 Creator of the Center for Children with 
Dyslexia in the Valley of Chicago - 1997.

“During my time as a member of these scholarship 
committees, I have been very aware of the need 
for fundraising from individuals, businesses, and 
members within the Valleys of Illinois.  When you 
hear the total amount of funding granted over my 
tenure, one must wonder from whence it came.  
Well, it comes from wills, trusts, income property, 
and, most importantly, individual donations. The 
scholarship fund is an important activity that we, as 
Scottish Rite Masons, can support for all students 

– helping them become valuable individuals in our 
communities.”

On behalf of all the Scottish Rite Valleys of Illinois, 
your home Valley of Chicago, and all the students you 
helped, both past and present, we thank you for your 
passion and dedication in making this educational 
charity an outstanding success.  A charity we, as 
Scottish Rite Masons, can be proud to support.  

Paying It Forward 
Illinois Scottish Rite Scholarships currently award 
yearly; 343 Healthcare Scholarships, 33 Abbott 
Scholarships, 9 Perkins, 9 Kresin, and 4 Williams 
Scholarships. Those interested in supporting this 
501(c)3 charity can contact the Scholarship Chair, 
Lance J. Welter at  lance.welter@comcast.net.

You all have met Mike at some point, you have heard his stories, you have witnessed his 
commitment to the Valley and Freemasonry. He has been our friend, our mentor, and 
our Brother. We have respected his Valley leadership as Thrice Potent Master, Board 
Member, Deputy Representative, and most recently elected to Fraternal Secretary. 
We have chronicled his journey in Freemasonry from Lodge level to Grand Lodge 
appointments as one who stands behind the core values of the craft.  It is with great 
pride to recognize him as the 2021 Fall Class as their Honoree. 

Raised to Master Mason in 1985, Mike is a Past Master of Berwyn Lodge No. 839. He 
was the Charter Secretary for Men in Brotherhood Lodge No. 1178. and is on the M.I.B. 
Degree Team. At the Scottish Rite, Mike participates in and directs many degrees. He 
was the Thrice Potent Master of the Lodge of Perfection, Chairman of the Executive 
Board, and serves on the Board of Directors. Mike was also the Deputy’s Representative 
since its inception. As the Fraternal Secretary, he will continue to lead with his valuable 
knowledge of the craft and the organization to make the Valley of Chicago the best in 
the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.

Mike’s masonic commitments do not end there. He is a past Grand Lodge Officer and 
Illinois Masonic Children’s Home Board of Managers member.  He serves on the Illinois 
Masonic Children’s Assistance Program Board and still finds time to parade with the 
Medinah Shriner’s Fire Unit!

The Presiding Officers, and all of us at the Valley of Chicago, are pleased to honor Ill. 
Brother Michael E. Ehle, 33o for his service to the Valley of Chicago!

2021 Fall Class Honoree...
Michael E. Ehle, 33o 

Richard Yena retires continued...
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER  5
FREE for candidates / $25 for members & guests

6:00pm social

7:00pm Dinner

8:00pm COMEDY Show 
                  & club lucky martini bar

Ladies and gentlemen invited.$25 for all 
members, and guests

2001  2021
F A L L  R E U N I O N
IN HONOR OF OUR FIRST RESPONDERS

saturDAY, NOVEMBER  6

FREE for candidates / $25 for members & guests
includes degrees, breakfast, lunch & dinner

7:30 am    Hot Breakfast & Check-in
8:30 am    Candidate Orientation 
9:00 am    Opening Ceremony
   4°  Builder
14°  Grand Elect Mason
15°  Knight of the East
Lunch
20°  Master Ad Vitam
32° Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret

There is no cost to witness the degree conferrals.
Members and Candidates only.

Club LuckyMartini Bar
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“Our Valley of Chicago Almoner’s Fund is the keystone charity fulfilling our mission, the mission of 
being a Fraternity that strives to fulfill our Masonic Obligation to care for our members. Every dollar 
donated goes to helping those who face incredible hardships. Whether it be a natural disaster or 
personal tragedy, the fund exists to make certain a helping hand is there in times of crisis.”

Give the Gift of Brotherhood.

“I became a Scottish Rite Freemason in 2018. On this day I had the pleasure of receiving a commemorative coin. 
On the front of the coin proudly displayed the Double-Headed Eagle, the world renown symbol that represents 
this organization. On the backside of the coin read ”We will strive to be a fraternity that fulfills our Masonic 
obligation to care for our members.” During the global pandemic crisis of 2020, our Scottish Rite Valley proved 
that this quote was not an empty promise, these words are a testament of their dedication to us as members of 
our beloved Valley and respective Masonic Jurisdiction.
   

Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.
I was sick with a life threatening virus, whilst dealing with the harsh reality of losing my job in the process. 
During the lockdown phase of the pandemic, friends and family had grown apart. Isolated and confined. Most 
businesses ceased operations. Religious institutions and places of worship, unavailable to members during their 
time of duress and uncertainty. This was indeed the most trying time of my life. A few brothers from my Lodge 
reached out to me, including some of the members of the Valley of Chicago.  I was assured that if I needed any 
assistance or emotional support, that I had a warm hand ready to be extended in times of darkness as well as in 
the light.

I contacted my Grand Lodge and my Scottish Rite Valley. I confided and expressed my troubles. It was at that 
very moment that I realized the power of Freemasonry and the impact that it has on our lives as well as the 
livelihood of our families. With the assistance of the Valley of Chicago and our respective Grand Lodge. Relief 
was extended to me, and not only did it help me out during my time of need, but also my Father who had been 
let go from work. We could never forget this fraternal act of kindness. The notion that I have a Masonic family 
that truly cares about me. As brother masons we are not alone in our respective journeys in life. Sometimes it 
takes the courage to reach out to your brothers. This extends beyond three knocks on the lodge door, “ask and 
you shall receive.”

Like the age old adage, “Tough times don’t last, tough people do.” Things turned around for me and my family, 
we still go through trials in our lives, everyone does. However, I have the small comfort in knowing that I am not 
alone. I have brothers here waiting to pick me up when I am down. I decided that this moment was a tipping 
point for me. I went all in and dedicated more of myself to the Fraternity. It fueled my fire during the darkest 
time of my life and now I am ready to be of further service to the craft. Among the many great memories I’ve 
had at our Valley. One of the proudest moments of my life was seeing my Father become a Master Mason at 
the recent “Grand Masters Festival“ held at the Valley of Chicago. You helped impact our lives in a positive way, 
from the bottom of our hearts. We thank you.

I would like to acknowledge the Valley of Chicago’s Almoner committee and the Grand Lodge of Illinois for 
the I.M.O.S. program. “Take me as I take you”… Those powerful words that our beloved Masonic Jurisdiction 
exemplifies. The great work that Freemasonry aims to achieve. We are doing great work here. I am proud to be 
a member of this fraternity. I would also like to personally thank our members for generously contributing to our 
Almoner’s fund. Your assistance has helped inspire our brethren, and give us hope in times of despair. It is your 
continued contributions that help make our Scottish Rite cathedral, the “Valley of Excellence.”

In closing, I would like to leave you with a very profound quote I found in the book “Morals and Dogma,” 
published by the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite (Southern Jurisdiction).”

“What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us; what we have done for others and the 
world remains and is immortal.”

~ Bro. Justus Fischer
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 2021 ALMONER’S FUND DONATION FORM
Help a distressed brother with your gift! 

Enclosed is my gift to the Scottish Rite Almoner’s Fund, Inc. for 2021. Please use it to support our Valley’s charitable activities!

First Name__________________________  Last Name  ___________________________ Member Number_____________________

Address_________________________________________________ City _______________________ State __________  Zip______

Phone__________________________  Email  _______________________________________________________________________

     q$20      q$25      q$50      q$100      qOther $________ qVolunteer Time and Energy
                

 
Payment:   ___ Check #____________   Please make your check payable to: Scottish Rite Almoner’s Fund, Inc.   

                     ___ Credit Card      American Ex.     American Ex.     Discover     Discover     Master CardMaster Card  VisaVisa   # __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __
           
   Expiration date: ____/____  Security Code: ___________

                   Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________

All gifts are tax deductible to the extent provided by law, and will be acknowledged in the Scottish Rite News magazine.
MAIL ALL DONATIONS TO: SCOTTISH RITE VALLEY OF CHICAGO  383 E. LAKE STREET, BLOOMINGDALE, IL 60108

These are just a few stories of how the Almoner’s Fund has helped Brothers.
If you are in need, contact us via phone at 630.439.3434, or by email at assistance@srvoc.org. 

All  request are confidential.

Please make a donation using the form below so we can continue to make a difference.

Thank you for your generosity!

“I’m a member of the VOC. I’m the type of person that tries to make ends meet. Like we meet on the 
level. I was on some hard times. And needed help paying my mortgage and some of my bills. I didn’t 
want to do this. But the VOC offered help. So I strapped up my big boy boots and took the steps. 
To get help. Everything is confidential. And even though it’s sometimes a one time or with Covid I 
was able to get a bit of help. Myself and family got help. I’d thank everyone that put money into this 
fund. To help fellow brothers like myself. Taking medicine is hard and asking for help is a HARD pill 
to swallow. The VOC is here to help and this fund does help.”

~ Valley of Chicago Member

“The Scottish Rite was there in my time of need. I found myself in a destitute situation and 
the Almoners fund of the Valley of Chicago was there. Being laid off from work, and looking 
for work. I called on my Brethren and they quickly assisted me after I called for help. This 
process was straight to the point. From them asking me “How can we be of assistance to you 
Brother?” to “You will receive a check in the mail soon with the funds you have requested.” 
Since then I truly see the works of masonry through my own story needing help. I view the 
Brethren of the Valley of Chicago as my Brothers keeper.”

~ Valley of Chicago Member
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This Fall, the Scottish Rite, NMJ and the Valley of Chicago are 
honoring our first responders. Throughout time, these individuals 
have exemplified our core value of Service to Humanity. From 20 
years ago during the September 11 Attacks to the COVID-19 
Global Pandemic, our first responders have always been the front 
line heroes of our communities.

We have many first responders among our Masonic ranks. We 
would like to honor you at the Fall Reunion. When you register, 
let us know if you are a First Responder. You will be presented the 
Scottish Rite First Responder Coin of Distinction.

first responders


