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At the 2021 Illinois Council of Deliberation in Springfield, 
Illinois, Deputy of Illinois, Gregory L. Clark, 33o,  and 
Active for Illinois, Anthony R. Cracco, 33o, announced the 
appointment of Charles “Chuck” A. August, 33o, to the 
position of Deputy’s Representative for the Valley of Chicago. 
 
Chuck brings a strong background of supervisory roles in 
his professional career in construction and the International 
Union of Operating Engineers.  He carried his personalized 
leadership approach to his masonic journey when he joined 
Wauconda Lodge No. 298 and the Scottish Rite in 1992. 
Throughout the years he served his lodge as Deacon, 
Warden, Treasurer, Tyler, and then as Worshipful Master in 
2000 and 2010. Chuck was honored for his dedication to the 
craft with the Scottish Rite’s highest honor, the 33o, in 2016. 

Our Deputy’s Representative will play a significant role in 
helping to guide the Valley of Chicago to the next level of 
membership growth and retention.

“I am humbled and honored to be a part of 
the team making the Valley of Chicago a 
premier Valley. The Scottish Rite and it’s 
members hold a place dear to my heart. 
I will stay dedicated to my Brothers and 
am open to all suggestions to make our 

journey one worth traveling.”

~Chuck August

          
Valley of Chicago announces 
your new Deputy’s Representative,
Charles A. August, 33o

The Bodies of the Scottish Rite, sitting in the Valley of 
Chicago, State of Illinois, acknowledge and yield allegiance 
to the Supreme Council, 33°, Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction 
of the United States of America, whose Grand East is in 
Lexington, Mass., and whose officers are: Ill. David A. Glattly, 
33°, Sovereign Grand Commander, Ill. Gregory L. Clark, 
33°, Deputy for Illinois, Ill. Charles A. August, 33°, Valley of 
Chicago Deputy’s Representative. Active Members for the 
State of Illinois are; Ill. James L. Tungate, 33°, Ill. Randall R. 
Milone, 33°, Ill. G. Nick Graff, 33°, Ill. Gregory L. Clark, 33°, Ill. 
Anthony R. Cracco, 33°, Emeritus Ill. Benny L. Grisham, MSA, 
33°, Emeritus Ill. Lawrence D. Inglis, 33°, Emeritus, Ill. Lee B.  
Lockwood, 33°, and Ill. Richard L. Swaney, 33°. 
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To the Illustrious Deputy, Illustrious Deputy Represen-
tative, Illustrious Active, Illustrious Active Emeritus, Pre-
siding Officers, Officers of the Lodge of Perfection, and 
Members of the Valley of Chicago:

I come to you humbly and most sincerely to say thank 
you. Thank you for allowing me to serve you as the 
Thrice Potent Master for the previous year. I had some 
big shoes to fill to make this body proud and I hope I 
have accomplished just a part of that.

While there were many items on the agenda for myself 
and my fellow presiding officers our plans have changed 
from March 15, 2020, to the current day. COVID attempt-
ed to take our Valley and bring it to a place it has not 
seen in our lifetime, but the Valley of Chicago being the 
premier Valley in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, IT 
DID NOT SUCCEED.

What a year we have had. We have had multiple guest 
speakers and educational programs, thanks to the guid-
ance of Brother Guide Sobecki, Most Wise Master. We 
shared some lasting brotherhood. That cannot be taken 
away and it only assisted in making our Valley stronger

While we have had a tremendous slowdown in our 
efforts that most of us have not seen in our lifetime, we 
continue to work with the Cathedral Board to provide 
support and help to each one of you. From weekly calls 
to almoner support to virtual programs and degrees. We 
are here for you and your families.

I would be remised if I did not offer some additional 
thanks.

To Brother David Koss and his team, I thank you for your 
assistance and rapid response to all of our requests this 
year.

To our past presiding officers of the Lodge, I thank you 
for your leadership and knowledge. To the officers of the 
Lodge of Perfection, I thank you personally for your kind-
ness and support.

My fellow presiding officers who make up the executive 
committee, I thank you for your continued positive guid-
ance and support, to the Lodge and to this Valley, YOU 
ARE what makes this fraternity the absolute best. I wish 
to offer a sincere thank you to the men who have guided 

me and mentored me in my masonic journey for the past  
seventeen years, without you, I would not be the Mason 
I am today.

To my loving and caring wife, Carol, I can never say thank 
you enough for your continued support. Sometimes we 
forget our Masonic Widows, but I can not forget to thank 
you for everything.

My brethren of the Valley of Chicago, I charge you to 
continue to work with the officers to make your expe-
rience better. Tell them what you need. Tell them what 
you want to see us do. Take a part in a degree. Work with 
the many various committees in the valley and make the 
change you want to see.

I can also say, my experience as an officer has been 
nothing short of amazing. Take the time, step up and
ask a presiding officer to put you into a line and take part 
in the leadership of this valley, as you will not
be sorry.

As my time as Thrice Potent Master has come to a close, 
I can say, YES, it is true what they tell you, “Don’t blink, 
because before you know it, it will be over.”

We have come a long way with this valley, and we con-
tinue to move forward and progress towards perfection. 
Not human perfection, but that spiritual and moral per-
fection that we all strive to achieve.

My brethren, I thank you, I love you all and I respectfully 
request the acceptance of this report.

Fraternally,

Angelo S. Deserio
Thrice Potent Master
Van Rensselaer Lodge of Perfection

Annual Report of Van Rensselaer Lodge of Perfection

ANNUALReports
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What can we say about 2020? It was a year that many 
felt was put at a standstill. The pandemic certainly 
changed the way we all interacted and worked. The 
Valley of Chicago Officers, Board, and Staff decided to 
not sit idly by but to take on the challenge to recreate 
engagements, maintain the brotherhood, improve com-
munications, prepare for a safe reopening, as well as 
take on some house improvement projects at the Cathe-
dral. It has been a very busy year behind the scenes. 
Our Executive Secretary, Brother Dave Koss, is working 
closely with Members, Officers, and the Cathedral Board 
to bring all these efforts together.

In past reports, we have focused on the events that 
brought us together. In this report, we will center on 
innovations in the Valley’s engagement and the infra-
structure improvements that we have implemented. At 
the beginning of the fiscal year, we held the first virtu-
al experience, the annual election of Officers and Board 
Members. We welcomed new Presiding Officers and 
Board members committed to placing a high priori-
ty on leadership development by identifying goals and 
potential resources needed to advance the Valley of Chi-
cago’s vision and mission. With the new environment 
in our world, they instilled a new vigor to refresh and 
renew all aspects of our operations. We revamped the 
annual budget, updated the by-laws of all the bodies, 
and pledged that if our Valley was going to host virtual 
meetings it was going to be engaging. We reached out 
to members for their opinions on improving the mem-
bership experience and had positive feedback on the 
actions that were taken.

Member Polls
We wanted to hear from our members what would 
increase their membership experience. The Presiding 
Officers frequently sent polls for input on opinions from 
Valley tartans to vaccination opinions. The input has 
been valuable to getting our Valley ready for reopening.

Virtual Education Series
Guided by the Presiding Officers, each month we pres-
ent a specialist in the field of Masonic Education to facil-
itate a presentation and open question forums. 

NMJ Virtual Reunions
The NMJ has been insurmountable in providing the 
Scottish Rite with Virtual Reunion degree presentations 
and Thursday Nite at the Rite presentations to keep the 
membership thriving. We had 46 new candidates join 
the Valley of Chicago this year.  

Almoner Assistance
The Valley of Chicago, in accordance with the Almoner 
Program, extended its efforts to support the COVID 
relief program. With many members affected by the 
pandemic, a new team was assembled to address these 
needs. 

Cathedral
With in-house events not possible, the House Commit-
tee forged ahead with projects on the Cathedral. Our 
team has researched and installed a Bipolar unit in the 
HVAC system to eliminate contaminants in the air sys-
tem, installed a temperature reader system, repaired 
leaks, painted, updated cameras, resurfaced the parking 
lot, replaced pavers, researched patio repairs, and sever-
al other projects to keep the Valley of Chicago safe and 
secure for our brethren.

Staff
Our staff has been improving procedures and processes 
to streamline membership services.

Virtual Events and Micro Events
The Valley, in support of our valued vendor, offered 
members holiday pick-up meal programs so they could 
celebrate with family and friends without the extend-
ed cost of shopping. The Valley also took on what was 
called Micro Events. These were small group outings 
that fit within the state’s gathering limitations. Brothers 
were able to go Axe Throwing, Bowling, Escape Room 
Challenges, and more. These were designed to have fun 
and build bonds amongst each other.

Communications
We also focused on communications with our members.  
We continued to integrate and present consistent mes-
sages in our newsletters, Echoes emails, and website.  
We had teams of volunteers that did wellness checks 
and calls to just talk to members.

In closing, this year has been full of challenges, but the 
Valley of Chicago has stepped up to the challenges and 
has done its best to keep our brethren involved.  We care 
deeply about our commitment to one another and will 
continue to hold that as our top priority.   I pray every day 
for those that have lost someone over the past year and 
those that are struggling due to the pandemic.  Having 
lost my father, brings it even closer to home.  I am look-
ing forward to a great year ahead, and to keeping our 
Valley and its membership enrolled and having fun.

Your In Faith,

Karl Nygard
Commander-in-Chief
Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S.

Annual Report of Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S.
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To the Valley of Chicago,

When asked about the experience of taking the mantle 
of presiding officer in the midst of a global pandemic, I 
must confess that keeping the Valley held together as 
our way of life became a memory has been one of the 
greatest challenges of my life. Never in our lifetime has 
the fraternity faced a challenge of this scale, and decades 
of tradition and time-tested strategies could not inform 
us on how to wield the gavel when the lodge room must 
stay empty. I was installed in the parking lot to a social-
ly distanced crowd of twelve people, and charged with 
the support and care of three thousand Brothers who I 
would not see in-person until “someday.”

At the darkest peak of the shutdown, I found solace in 
the stories of our Chapter’s namesake, Sovereign Grand 
Commander J.J.J Gourgas. Brother Gourgas is famed as 
the “preserver” of the Scottish Rite, having maintained 
its chartered operations in secrecy for fourteen years 
as lodges were shuttered by Anti-Masonic panic. One 
night after midnight as I was seeking virtual programs 
and ways to keep the Masonic bonds intact when we 
couldn’t leave our homes, I admit I once asked out loud 
if Brother Gourgas had any advice for a Knight of Rose 
Croix in my position. I’m rather grateful to say I didn’t 
hear a response, but our year in darkness has remind-
ed us all of what Brother Gourgas endured to keep the 
torch embers lit and what he was fighting to preserve 
for those who came after him.

As we finally reopen, be assured that those hundreds of 
quiet nights were well-spent as we pursued our mission 
in any way we safely could. Our Almoner team rolled up 
their sleeves and led an expansive aid program for our 
membership during the initial loss of income and safety 
we faced, giving tens of thousands of dollars to keep 
our Brothers’ bills paid and ensured presents under the 
Christmas tree for their children. When faced with how 

to utilize budgets that went unused without live events, 
our Sovereign Prince Chad Lacek tirelessly went to work 
on holiday gift boxes to ensure that every last cent went 
to our membership.

As loneliness crept in, we found outlets for fellowship. 
Modern technology allowed us to not only conduct vir-
tual education and social discussions but to bring in 
experts and orators from across the world. This educa-
tion model has proven itself to be a permanent feature 
of the Valley of Chicago that will continue after reopen-
ing, and a members-only database is being formed for 
on-demand Masonic education tailored to our members. 
Weekly surveys and social media allowed us to analyze 
what our members sought from the Valley, and occa-
sionally incite a little of the laughter that once filled our 
Grand Hall.

The world has changed since our doors closed. We hope 
that we have been able to change what was within them 
for the better in that time since. Committees are form-
ing to address member needs, reunion departments are 
being united by the challenge of the grand reopening, 
and every Brother will have their voice heard.

Whether you’re a Master Mason seeking more light, or 
you haven’t attended a meeting since we left Dearborn 
Street, we are here to welcome you home to the Scottish 
Rite.

 

Fraternally,

Xander ‘Guide’ Sobecki
Most Wise Master
Gourgas Chapter of 
Rose Croix of Heredom

Annual Report of Gourgas Chapter Rose Croix

18O Casting Call
The Rose Croix Degree teaches that the new Temple is in the heart of man where God is worshiped in spirit and 
truth. The new Law is a law of love that all men everywhere may understand and practice. The Word is found and 
the Sealed Book is opened.

The Rose Croix Degree bears the impress of its deeply religious background. It is not concerned with theological or 
ecclesiastical controversies. It is not dogmatic. It uses events from the life of Jesus of Nazareth to teach the lesson 
of this degree. It affirms the broad principles of universality and tolerance — principles which were confirmed by 
the Nazarene as He taught both Jew and Gentile that they were children of the same Heavenly Father. We have big 
or small parts to fit everyone.

Reach out to webmaster@scottishritechicago.org if you are interested.



Illustrious Active, Illustrious Deputy, Illustrious Brothers, 
my Dear Brothers All:

I begin my report with a heavy heart as I consider the 
conclusion of my term as Sovereign Prince. More than 
half of the brief time allotted to me has been spent in 
absentia. While it is natural to lament all the events we 
did not enjoy together, and all the time away from my 
Scottish Rite Brothers, I will endeavor to focus instead 
on the many cherished memories we did share.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to Ill. Jerry 
D. Sparks, 33o. I had the pleasure of dining with him at 
one of our many evening meals, where we discussed 
the Master Craftsman program administered by the 
Southern Juisdiction. A while later in the spring of 2012, 
he pulled me aside by my lapel and said he wanted me to 
join his officer line in the Council. What followed would 
be the most cherished Masonic affiliation, for which I 
will be grateful the rest of my life. Thank you, my Dear 
Brother Jerry, for the tremendous gift you gave to me.

It has been a privilege to serve this great Valley of ours 
with my fellow Presiding Officers, the members of the 
Cathedral Board, and our Office Staff. Your dedication, 
generosity with your time and energy, and commitment 
to the members of the Valley of Chicago has been a 
great inspiration to me. This is the Freemasonry I was in 
search of when I first knocked on the preparation room 
door. You are the reason why our Valley is the Valley of 
choice.

I am very proud to be able to say that the last two 
years have been spent genuinely improving the 
Council, and our Valley. As a result of the cancellation 
of most of our activities, we had plenty of time to dig 
into overdue or overlooked housekeeping items. We 
updated the by-laws of each body, a task that  had not 
been performed since 1973. We did a complete and 
exhaustive overhaul of our budget. We revamped all 
our committees by adding, eliminating, or merging so 
that what remains is stronger, useful, and more active. 

We also made a commitment to each other and every 
member, that if we are going to hold a stated meeting, 
the time and effort will be invested to make sure it is a 
meeting that you will regret missing.

My Brothers, we are getting very close to reopening our 
beautiful facility and resuming the activities we used 
to enjoy together. We have done everything possible 
to make sure that when you do return, you will find the 
building and the organization in better shape than when 
you last saw it. I will be so pleased to meet with each of 
you again. I have sorely missed you.

I wish the Council Officers continued success. You can 
always count on my support. The Council is a special 
place in the Valley of Chicago and has been for so many 
years. I charge you to continue the proud traditions our 
predecessors have preserved for us. To the Council!

I am so thankful for the opportunity to serve our great 
Valley in the Chicago Council, Princes of Jerusalem. It 
has been so precious to me, made more so by the short 
time it lasted.

Submitted Most Sincerely and Fraternally,

Chad M. Lacek
Sovereign Prince
Chicago Council 
Princes of Jerusalem

Annual Report of Chicago Council Princes of Jerusalem 
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The Hauts Grades Academy (HGA) is a program designed by 
the Supreme Council to promote the education, knowledge, and 
engagement of members in the Scottish Rite, Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction. The challenging curriculum provides members with an 
opportunity to delve deeper into the study of the Scottish Rite degrees.

The program is made up of three levels: exploring the rituals of all 
twenty-nine Scottish Rite, NMJ degrees, submitting a refective essay, 
and completing a research paper on a topic your choice. Research 
topics can vary between history, ritual, and the philosophy of the 
Scottish Rite.

Hauts Grades Academy is underway! Sign up is located under the 
Education section of your Member Center. Join the wait list NOW for 
the next class!

Hauts Grades Academy

Next classes begin:

September 8, 2021
January 12, 2022

May 11, 2022
September 14, 2022



Meet your NEW Director of Work... Terry J. Hartl, VA, MSA
The Presiding Officers are pleased to announce they have appointed Terry Hartl, 
VA, MSA to the position of Director of Work for the Valley of Chicago.  In this 
voluntary position, Terry will help manage our degree performances and work 
with directors, actors, and stage crew to make sure the VOC presents the highest 
quality degrees to its members. 

Eternal Refreshment

Stewart I. Calisoff
Gerald A. Crandall
Edward E. Duffy
Thomas G. Freer
Austin D. Fritz
Howard R. Goin
Earl F. Heppner
Charles R. Horwitz

Richard J. Hurbanis
John W. Klooster
Rein Lints
Charles F. Long
Raymond F. Nagel
John A. Nordberg
George I. Riend
William K. Rosenfelder

Irvin A. Ruder Sr.
Irwin S. Soliday
Rolla L. Sullens
Gerald A. Wicks Jr.
George H. Wright
George O. Wyatt
Leonard W. Yost

As reported March -June 2021.

“
The Valley of Chicago has a lot of talent and resources 
available.  I look forward to maximizing that and bringing 
out the best performances possible.  But I will need a lot 
of help.  If you are interested in performing or assisting, 
please reach out to me.  Together we can make our degree 
work the best in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction. 
        ~Terry Hartl 
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In Memoriam... Burt A. Polk, 33o

Illustrious Brother Burt A. Polk, 33o completed his earthly travels and was taken 
into the loving arms of the Grand Architect of the Universe at the age of 87 years on 
Friday, June 4, 2021.
 
Burt joined the Scottish Rite in the Fall of 1968. He became active immediately and 
progressed through the line of the Chicago Council of Princes of Jerusalem serving 
as Sovereign Prince from 1979-1980. He enjoyed being a cast member in many 
degrees and serving on the Investment Committee.

In 1980 he was elected to receive the 33o and in 1981 he was coroneted as a 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General 33o, Honorary Member of the Supreme Council, 
at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

In 1990 he was elected to the Scottish Rite Cathedral Association Board of 
Directors and served as the President of the Board. 



Brother Michael Camara has always had a passion 
for Masonry and Antiques for their ability to act as a 
gateway to the past.  He developed this passion at a 
young age from his father in Rhode Island and his uncle, 
who was a freemason in Willington, Delaware, and 
Scottish Rite Mason.  

While setting up his clinical psychology office, he went to 
REI to pick up a pen knife to fix a drawer. A brother from 
the Dundee Lodge helped and invited him to check out 
the lodge.  After visiting Dundee Lodge, Michael found 
Illumination Lodge No. 5, where he was raised to Master 
Mason at the end of May 2018 and currently presides as 
the Secretary.  He was initiated in the Scottish Rite in the 
Fall of 2018 and Royal Arch in August 2019.

Brother Camara says that finding unique Masonic 
pieces and antiques is a labor of love but rescuing them 
is extremely rewarding.  It takes time to sort through 
postings, heritage auctions, and antique shops because 
once masonic symbols and specific information is put 
on them, those selling say they are worth 8x more than 
they are.  One such piece was a printing plate for the 
33o Southern Jurisdiction that went for $8000. Before 
the pandemic, he liked to frequent antique stores on the 
East coast such as Putnam, Connecticut, and Greenwich 
Village, often asking small shop owners to keep their eye 
out for certain things.

The goal of his collecting is to find pieces that can be 
passed down to his son with the hopes of receiving a 
Lewis Jewel along with donating to places like the Valley 
of Chicago and creating a curio cabinet for Illumination 
Lodge No. 5. He would also love to create a network for 
masons to reunite pieces with brothers, family members, 

By Amanda Wolf
Scottish Rite Valley of Chicago Museum Director

or lodges to avoid scrapping pieces for the metal.

Brother Camara has not found a favorite piece just 
yet, but the one that comes the closest is one he finds 
the cutest.  The piece is a curved piece of metal made 
to look like a book and is a matchbox cover.  It has a 
blue cover with a gold leaf square and compass on the 
surface, and the binding says, “More Light.”  

Recently he found three 33o Jewels and a Cross of 
Constantine in a span of a few months.  He found 
one jewel in Lima, Peru pertained to the historical 
Cuban Supreme Council and for the Sovereign Grand 
Inspector General of the 33o of REAA or Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. This piece was 
manufactured in Havana before 1945 with a design 
similar to the Supreme Council’s insignia in Spain prior 
Spanish civil war; made out of silver, enamel, and a 
dangle on the bottom with a 33o double cross possibly 
made out of thin brass or gold.  The other two were 
found in Florida and matched sterling silver on metal 
chains, one of which had a maker’s mark inscription 
from Spain. The Cross of Constantine with the original 
ribbon came from Canada.

Brother Camara has two items that have sentimental ties 
he still searches far and wide to locate.  His father’s first 
treasure was a scale from the Bradford Scale Company 
that unfortunately was sold with the family home.  A 
few years back, a picture of it in a Maine antique store 
surfaced on the internet but had no information besides 
who took the picture.  After some research, a family 
member of the gentleman who posted the picture was 
tracked down, but unfortunately, the trail went cold.

Rescuing Gateways to the Past 
    with Brother Michael Camara
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The second treasure is a Blue Lodge ring created by the 
Ostby & Barton Jewelry Co. This item holds an important 
place in Brother Camara’s heart because of the family 
ties both in life and in the Masonic Fraternity. His great-
grandparents met while working at at this firm. His great-
grandfather proposing to his great-grandmother with a 
ring he designed and crafted. The engagement ring has 
since been lost, but the company liked his work so much 
they started creating wedding rings with diamonds. In 
time, they became the USA’s biggest ring manufacturer, a 
position they held until the 1950s.

While exploring Brother Michael Camara’s passion for 
rescuing treasures, I uncovered a posting for the Ostby 
& Barton Jewelry Co. Blue Lodge ring. Be sure to tune in 
for the next article to learn more about the ring and the 
company that produced it.

Rescuing Gateways to the Past continued...

  
This year’s outing will be held at the Bloomingdale Golf Club, located at 

181 Glen Ellyn Road, in Bloomingdale, Illinois 60108. 
  

$75 per player for golf
$30 per person for dinner only

Includes: eighteen holes of golf with cart, continental breakfast,
lunch at the turn, BBQ dinner, and prizes for participants. 

 
Get your foursomes together!

 
Hole sponsorships are available.

For more information on sponsoring a hole in this year’s outing contact 
event chairman, Ken Armbruster at kenarmbruster@gmail.com. 

Open to all members and guests. All sponsorships are tax deductible.

2021
Valley of Chicago Charities Golf Outing

Saturday, August 28, 2021
8:00am Shotgun Start
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The annual meetings of the Coordinate Bodies of the Valley of Chicago and the Scottish Rite Cathedral 
Association of Chicago were held on Thursday, May 20, 2021, in  Bloomingdale, Illinois.  The following 
members have been elected or appointed to govern the Valley of Chicago for the ensuing Masonic Year.

Bruce H. Zimmerman 
House Chairman

Daryl W. Selock 
Ad Hoc Risk 

Management Chairman

Michael W. Behm 
President

Andrew A. Keppy 
Finance Chairman

Donald E. Esser 
Second Vice President

Robert Kogut 
Board Member

David A. Truax 
Sovereign Prince

Antwane O. Lee 
First Vice President

Karl J. Nygard 
Commander-in-Chief

Reuben M. Owens 
Thrice Potent Master

Chad M. Lacek 
Board Member

CATHEDRALBOARD OF DIRECTORS

Xander J. “Guide” Sobecki 
Most Wise Master

David R. Koss   
Executive Secretary

Kenneth J. Armbruster
Treasurer

Kristoffer Caldwell
Almoner

David A. Martin
Legal Council

2021-2022
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Brandon A. Zears................................... First Lieut. Commander
Douglas H. Keppy .................................. Second Lieut. Commander
Bruce H. Zimmerman ........................... Orator
Michael W. Behm .................................. Chancellor
Marvin L. Selock, 33° ............................ Treasurer
James W. Patton, 33° ........................... Secretary
Marc C. Brofka, MSA ............................ Master of Ceremonies
Mark R. Victoria ...................................... Hospitaler
Brian J. Owen .......................................... Engineer & Seneschal
Jackson P. Sanderson ........................... Color Bearer
Andrzej “Andre” Ciesla ........................ Standard Bearer
Christopher C. Carter ........................... Captain of the Guard
Richard A. Fabris Jr. .............................. Sentinel
 

Kristeffor D. Caldwell .......................Senior Warden
Eric R. Scanlan .................................... Junior Warden
James D. Pankiewicz II .....................Orator
Marvin L. Selock, 33° ........................Treasurer
James W. Patton, 33° .......................Secretary
Jody M. Switzer ..................................Master of Ceremonies
Calvin E. Johnson ...............................Hospitaler
Luciano D. Azevedo ..........................Captain of the Guard
Walter Hemphill .................................Tyler

Gourgas Chapter 
Rose Croix

Reuben M. Owens
Thrice Potent Master

Russell A. Scanlan, MSA .................Deputy Master
Edward C. Steffy, MSA, 33° ...........Senior Warden
Mark D. Nokes .................................... Junior Warden
Robert Kogut, VA ..............................Orator
Marvin L. Selock, 33° ........................Treasurer
James W. Patton, 33° .......................Secretary
Nathaniel D. Upham .........................Master of Ceremonies
Sante A. Deserio ................................Hospitaler
Stephen A. Valle ................................Captain of the Guard
Robert H. Johnson .............................Tyler

Van Rensselaer 
Lodge of Perfection

Joseph W. Pegoraro, MSA ...............High Priest
Scott D. Neville, VA ............................Senior Warden
Terry J. Hartl, VA, MSA .....................Junior Warden
Marvin L. Selock, 33° .........................Treasurer
James W. Patton, 33° ........................Secretary
Oswaldo Trejo ......................................Master of Ceremonies
Alan J. Betker .......................................Hospitaler
Kevin A. Wheeler, HGA ....................Master of Entrances
Kurt F. Rubin ........................................Tyler

Officers

David A. Truax
Sovereign Prince

Officers

Xander J. “Guide” 
Sobecki

Most Wise Master

Officers

Karl J. Nygard
Commander-in-Chief

Oriental Consistory 
S.P.R.S.

Officers
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The Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library’s collection 
of correspondence from Moses Holbrook (1783-
1844) to John James Joseph Gourgas (1777-1865) 
provides researchers with a wealth of insight into early 
nineteenth-century American Freemasonry, as well 
as an intimate look at daily life in Charleston, South 
Carolina, as seen through Holbrook’s eyes. During the 
1820s and 1830s, Holbrook, the Southern Jurisdiction’s 
fourth Sovereign Grand Commander, corresponded with 
the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction’s John James Joseph 
Gourgas. Gourgas served as the NMJ’s Grand Secretary 
General from its founding in 1813 until 1832, and then 
as Sovereign Grand Commander from 1832 until 1851. 
Holbrook served as Sovereign Grand Commander of the 
SJ’s Supreme Council from 1826 until 1844. Holbrook’s 
letters touch upon a variety of subjects, from outbreaks 
of yellow fever to the political victory of Andrew Jackson 
(1767-1845) in the presidential election of 1828. A 
passage from Holbrook’s January 1, 1831, letter to 
Gourgas regarding Charleston’s Best Friend, the first 
American-built passenger steam locomotive, stands out 
for its contribution to our understanding of transportation 
history. Holbrook writes: 

The only subject of public attention 
that occupies us at present is 
the Rail Road and “Charleston’s 
Best Friend” (the name given to 
a little locomotive engine of six 
horsepower that has been built for 
an experiment and put upon the 
small portion – about five miles 
or a little over – of the Rail Road 
which has been completed for the 
purpose of a trial.) The “Best Friend” 
when on the trial by the Rail Road 
Company’s Committee to ascertain 
whether the machinery - &c - 
answered the contract which Mr. 

Miller the inventor had entered 
into. The “Best Friend” dragged after 
it near ten tons besides itself and 
the wood and water necessary – at 
the rate of about 15 miles an hour 
with perfect ease and safety. Several 
pleasure cars are now attached to 
it and it runs at stated periods of 
the day to carry passengers only – 
and Bachelors, Maids, Matrons & 
Madams all are anxious to make 
trial of a ride at the speed of about 
20 miles an hour. I tried it the other 
day and went the five miles and 
back again in thirty minutes and 
this time included the turning about 
taking in water &c. 

I remain respectfully your friend 
and well-wisher,
                                                             

M. Holbrook

Built at the West Point Foundry in New York in 1830, 
Charleston’s Best Friend was hailed by the Charleston 
Courier as an experience that “annihilate[ed] time and 
space,” a technological achievement that demonstrated 
the potential of steam-powered rail travel. Until this time, 
travel had been limited by road conditions, the weather, 
and river navigability. After the short, but great, success 
of Charleston’s Best Friend, which was destroyed by 
operator error six months after its maiden voyage, six 
new locomotives were constructed for the Southern 
Railway System, including the Phoenix, made from the 
remains of Charleston’s Best Friend.  Its short life had 
completely revolutionized America’s transportation 
system as towns across the country shifted their sights 
from building canals to building railroads. 

Charleston’s Best Friend: 
A Freemason Provides an Intimate Look into the Development of the American Railway System

By John Coelho, Archivist
Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library 
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The Supreme Council Constitutions provide that the “Award for 
Meritorious Service” may be conferred upon members of the Scottish 
Rite who, by reasons of exemplary services of a Masonic character, 
are worthy of such recognition.

Congratulations to these brothers who have been nominated by the 
presiding officers of the Valley of Chicago to receive the Meritorious 
Service Award at the 2022 Illinois Council of Deliberation.

As for Holbrook, according to William L. Fox, author 
of Lodge of the Double-Headed Eagle, he longed to 
leave Charleston and relinquish his responsibilities 
as Sovereign Grand Commander, after being ravaged 
by several illnesses and worn thin by the incessant 
battles with Anti-masonry and the “lukewarmness” 
of those within the fraternity. When the United States 
Government offered Florida settlers 160 acres of free 
land on the condition that they defend it against the 
Seminoles, Holbrook applied for and received a plot 
of land under the auspices of the Armed Occupation 
Act on April 16, 1843. He settled in St. Lucie, Florida. 
Remembered as a recluse by the settlers, Holbrook 
lived in his one-room, palm-thatched cabin stuffed with 
hundreds of books brought from Charleston, and served 
as the settlement’s only doctor. His “many misfortunes 
over the years” had robbed him of his “once-brilliant 
intellect,” remarked fellow settler William Henry Peck 
(1830-1892) in one of his articles for the Florida Star 
regarding the St. Lucie settlement. Holbrook’s only 
solace was his books and a flute “on which he became 
a virtuoso.”   

On September 11, 1844, Moses Holbrook died and was 
buried near his cabin on the bluff overlooking the Indian 
River. He was 61 years old. 
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Charleston’s Best Friend continued...

Congratulations to the
Meritorious Service Award Nominees

Kurt F. Rubin Steven S.  Schenk

The ACDT was established over seventy years ago to exemplify the Sublime 
Degree of Master Mason in the Lodges of the Northeastern Area of Illinois.  

The Ancient Craft Degree Team (ACDT) is reaching out to area lodges to offer our 
help conferring the Sublime Degree of Master Mason.  The intent is not to do your 
work for you, but to offer a memorable experience for an “extra special” candidate. 

We will be scheduling auditions for interested, qualified ritualists. Do you have 
what it takes to join the team?  If so, send your name, phone number and email 
address to the ACDT@srvoc.org



Vytautas “Vyts” Paukstys, VA 
retiring as Chairman of the 
Dyslexia Center Board of Governors
Vyts Paukstys has been working actively for the Valley of Chicago’s Children’s 
Dyslexia Center since 2009 becoming Vice-Chair in 2011 and named as 
Chairman in 2016. 

The Children’s Dyslexia Center was established by the Valley of Chicago in 
1999 on the grounds of the Illinois Masonic Children’s home in La Grange. 
When the Home was closed in 2017, Vyts was instrumental in moving 
the Learning Center to its current location in La Grange. The Scottish Rite 
continues to financially support our dyslexia centers.

When more than 75 children were on the Learning Centers waiting list, the 
board recognized the need to open additional centers. In addition to the La 
Grange Center, the Palatine Center opened in January 2018 along with the 
Chicago-Lakeview Center located on the campus of Illinois Masonic Hospital 
one month later. The Valley of Chicago’s Centers will have the capacity to 
tutor over 100 children once additional tutors are trained and certified and the 
centers become fully staffed and funded. 

“I would like to thank the many members of the Board of 
Governor’s past and present for their devotion, dedication, and 
their continuing contribution to the success of our program.”

~Vyts Paukstys
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On September 11, 2001, FDNY Battalion Chief Richard “Pitch” Picciotto answered 
the call heard around the world. In minutes, he was at Ground Zero of the worst 
terrorist attack on American soil, as the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center 
began to burn—and then to buckle. 

Pitch was an FDNY battalion commander in lower Manhattan and the highest-
ranking firefighter to survive the collapse of the World Trade Center. His gripping, 
firsthand account of the day that altered history is captivating but reveals the 
underscoring significance of courage, preparation, and effective leadership when 
confronted with enormous adversity.

Author of Last Man Down, he delivers a moving recollection of 9/11 by focusing not 
on the death and destruction, but on a renewed belief in what is truly important.

FRATERNAL RELATIONS
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
CHIEF RICHARD “PITCH” PICCIOTTO

THIS FRATERNAL EVENT IS OPEN TO ALL 
MEMBERS, MASTER MASONS, AND FRIENDS INTERESTED IN FREEMASONRY.

FREE FOR ALL TOP-LINE SPONSORS AND THEIR GUESTS

$10 FOR MEMBERS

Invite A 

Friend 

to Join the 

Scottish 

Rite!



Scottish Rite Bodies — Valley of Chicago
383 E. Lake Street
Bloomingdale, Illinois 60108

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

First-Class Mail
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Carol Stream, IL

60188
PERMIT #1369

Sunday, August 8  Family Picnic at Cantigny Park

Saturday, August 14  Teatro Zinzanni Dinner Theater

Thursday, August 19  DeMolay Honors

Saturday, August 28  Charities Golf Outing

Friday, September 3  Cardinals at Brewers Ball Game

Thursday, September 9  Back to the Rite Nite and 18O 

Watch your Echoes for these upcoming Valley of Chicago Events
We are Open!


