


Charles M. Larson, 33°

LET IT BE KNOWN BY ALL, Charles M. Larson, 33° has been summoned by the
Supreme Architect of the Universe to eternal refreshment in the paradise of God on
October 8, 2020.

Charles Martin Larson, 33° was born September 1, 1924, in Chicago, lllinois, the son
of Martin and Mabel Larson. He married Shirley L. Thunberg in 1947. His beloved
wife preceded him in death in 2012. Bro. Larson is survived by his children, Donald,
Glenn, Diane, Cheryl, and their families.

Charles, universally known as Chuck, attended Chicago public grammar schools

and graduated from Carl Schurz High School. He received a B. S. in Metallurgical
Engineering in 1948 from the University of lllinois where he was active in the Pershing Rifles, Football, and the Theta
X fraternity.

Chuck joined the U. S. Army in 1943 and served three years in the 67th Armored Infantry Battalion, 13th Armored
Division, known as the “Black Cats.” Upon returning from military service, Chuck joined Charles E. Larson & Sons,
a Chicago family-owned manufacturer of an open die and seamless rolled ring forgings (founded 1895), where he
served as President for many years.

Our Brother was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason on January 24, 1952, in Albany Park Lodge, No. 974,
A. F. and A. M. (now Constellation Lodge, No. 974).

Bro. Larson joined the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, Valley of Chicago at the Spring Class of 1959. Chuck was
coronated a Sovereign Grand Inspector General, 33°, by the Supreme Council of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction in
Chicago, lllinois in September of 1992.

Chuck was well-known for his distinguished service as lllustrious Potentate (1977) of Medinah Temple, AAONMS. He
was a member of LaFayette Chapter, No. 2, Royal Arch Masons; Siloam Council, No. 53, Cryptic Masons; St. Bernard
Commandery, No. 35, Knights Templar; and Frank S. Land Preceptory, DeMolay Legion of Honor.

Chuck was a kind and outgoing gentleman who was always ready with a smile and a handshake. His many friends,
made over his decades of masonic endeavor, mourn his passing. May God have him in His holy keeping!

eported September 2020 - December 2020.
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“Dear Mel”: Harry S. Truman Letters Added
to Digital Collections

By Jeffrey Croteau, Director of Library & Archives,
Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library

Did you know that President Harry S. Truman (1884-1972)
corresponded with Melvin Maynard Johnson (1871-1957),
the head of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction’s Supreme
Council during the 1940s and 1950s? A number of recently
digitized letters, written from Truman to Johnson on White
House stationery are available through the Van Gorden-
Williams Library & Archives Digital Collections website.
They reveal a friendly relationship, with President Truman
beginning his letters to Johnson by addressing him “Dear
Mel.”

Truman became a Freemason in 1909. By 1940, the
Grand Lodge of Missouri elected him Grand Master. In
1945, the Scottish Rite’'s Supreme Council, Southern
Jurisdiction, elevated Truman to the 33° That same vyear,
the Supreme Council, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction (NMJ),
awarded Truman its first Gourgas Medal, the Supreme
Council’'s highest honor. In the letter shown here, Truman
gives Johnson permission to schedule the Gourgas Medal
presentation at the White House.

The letters in this collection include both those from Harry
Truman as well as one written by his wife, Bess Truman
(1885-1982). The majority of the correspondence in this
collection consists of letters penned by President Truman to
his friend and fellow Freemason, Melvin Maynard Johnson,
33° Johnson served as the Supreme Council, Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction’s Sovereign Grand Commander
from 1933 to 1953. Truman discussed many topics in his
letters to Johnson, on subjects ranging from aiding ltalian
Freemasons after World War Il to thanking the Supreme
Council, NMJ, for sending him a birthday card.

There are now nearly 900 items in the Van Gorden-
Williams Library & Archives Digital Collections website. Be
sure to visit the Masonic Museum & Library in Lexington
and check them all out!

The Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library’s Van
Gorden-Williams Library & Archives Digital Collections
website can be accessed at: digitalvgw.omeka.net.

The Harry S. Truman letters can be found at: digitalvgw.
omeka.net/collections/show/14.

The Van Gorden-Williams Library & Archives is located in
Lexington, Massachusetts, at the Scottish Rite Masonic
Museum & Library. Have questions? Drop us a line at
library@srmml.org or give us a call at 781-457-4109.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
September 25, 1945

Dear Mel:

You don't know how much I appreciate
your good letter of the nineteenth.

You are right about the colleague from
the Southern Jurisdiction having called
upon me. I had a very pleasant conversa-
tion with him.

Of course, I will be happy to have you
make the medal presentation any time we
can get together and, I believe, it would
have to be at The White House.

I know you are happy over the Supreme
Court appointment - they don't make them
any better.

Sincerely yours;y

Honorable Melvin M. Johnson

Sovereign Grand Commander

The Supreme Council 330 A,A. Scottish Rite
1117 Statler Building

Boston, Massachusetts

IMAGE CREDITS:

Letter from President Harry S. Truman to Melvin M.

Johnson, 1945 September 25. Collection of Scottish Rite
Masonic Museum & Library, Lexington, Massachusetts.
SC069.

13



| hadiF

escoms s, s
NIGHT
9 OF THE EAST & CWEST

SgormsH

CFEBRUARY 18
270

SCOTTISH
RITE

KNIGHT OF

GJERUSALEM

A historic clash between
Pope Honorius Il and
Emperor Frederick Il.
When tensions arise
between church and

state, one must be
governed by his own
conscience. Core Value
explored is Tolerance.

New LIVE performances, and new degrees to fill your passport coming in the second

half of the season.

Announcements coming soon!
March 4, March 18, April 1, April 15

Learn more and register at https://tnr.scottishritenmj.org/index

LLEY OF GHIGAGO “UPGOMING

Speakers Series
February 23, 2021
March 16, 2021
April, 21, 2021

Fraternal Relations

Members only.

March 4, 2021

Masonic Education
April 24, 2021

Annual Meeting
May 20, 2021
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Assistance is a Fraternal Bond

The Almoner’s Fund was established to assist worthy, distressed, brother Scottish Rite Masons. Over the years, it has
succeeded admirably in that regard, and especially during the current pandemic. Sometimes it is assisting a brother to
maintain food and shelter in times of great need, at other times assisting a brother’s widow as she struggles to manage
her husband’s end-of-life affairs, and sometimes it is a simple outreach program. Always, those who the Valley has
assisted have expressed gratitude and thanks to their brethren who made this welcome assistance possible.

You should have received a special mailing asking for your donation to this worthy cause. Every dollar counts! Please
support this exceptional expression of your Masonic character. Helping a distressed worthy brother is one of the tenets
of Freemasonry and a pillar of our Craft.

| am proud to announce that the Almoner’s Team has added new officers to better assist you. Please join us in
welcoming Kristoffer D. Caldwell, John P. Marquardt, MSA, and Kenneth J. Stortz.

}Mm pYc
James W. Patton, 33°
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